SWRK 360 Social Issues and Policy

Heather Craig-Oldsen, MSW 

Winter Term II 2004-2005

10:40 – 12:25 Tuesday & Thursday


Office HH-320

Heelan Hall Room 383




Phone 279-5489

Office Hours:  M, W, F 10:40-11:50  


Heather.Craig-Oldsen@briarcliff.edu

    Tuesday 9:20 – 10:30, Thursday 1:50 – 3:00 and by appointment

COURSE DESCRIPTION:  This is the second course in the policy sequence.  This course builds on the history in the required course SWRK 230, History and General Method of Social Work, as well as on the liberal arts foundation of American History and Political Science.  Emphasis is placed on the analysis and development of social welfare policy and services. The political process as a means of influencing policy-making and the furthering of social work goals is also studied.

PROGRAM OBJECTIVES:  This course meets the following program objectives (Student Handbook, p. 1):

D. Understand the forms and mechanisms of oppression and discrimination and the strategies of change that advance social and economic justice.

E. Understand the history of the social work profession and its current structures and issues.

F. Apply the knowledge and skills of generalist social work practice with systems of all sizes.

G. Analyze the impact of social policies on client systems, workers and agencies.

COURSE OBJECTIVES – Students will be able to:

A. Demonstrate knowledge of the history of social welfare.

B. Use a framework to analyze social welfare policy according to principles of social and economic justice

C. Demonstrate knowledge of the structure of a particular service program

D. Describe the dynamics and consequences of social and economic injustice especially in regard to populations at-risk.

E. Describe and participate in the legislative process as a means to further social work goals.

TEACHING METHODS – These include instructor and guest presentations, class discussions, videos, off campus visits including an observation/participation with the Iowa State Legislature on February 3, six quizzes, three tests, a major paper analyzing an existing social welfare program, and a legislative portfolio.  

TEXT –

Karger, American Social Welfare Policy, 4th edition

Des Moines Register Sunday and daily or Omaha World Herald or Sioux City Journal
Student handbook, Social Work Department

EXPECTATIONS –

A. Attendance and participation required of all students. (Grade will be increased one level for no absences and will be decreased one level for four absences.  For example, if all classes are attended, an A- grade will be raised to an A, a C+ will be raised to a B-, etc.)

B. Six unannounced quizzes (lowest grade will be discarded)

C. Three tests

D. One major paper- analyze existing social policy and program

E. Legislative portfolio

F. Trip to Des Moines (February 3 – leave 6:30 am; return about 5:30 pm)

DESCRIPTION OF ASSIGNMENTS

A. Analyze an existing social policy and program

Using the outline in Chapter 2, p. 31, analyze a very specific topic. See diagram p. 32.  Choose something in which you are interested.  Bibliography required. (May not use textbook as quotable source.) Include footnotes with page references (APA style).  Due on January 25 at beginning of class.  Deductions for lateness. Include outline in the body of the paper.  8 -10 pages (number the pages).

Outline:  (35 total points)

1. Historical background – Description of the problem 


10 (due Jan. 11)

2. Description of the policy – current




10

3. Interview: visit person in field or client



 5

4. Alternatives







 5 

5. Correct grammar, writing  (Consider using writing lab!) 

 5 (due Jan 25)

B. Legislative portfolio  (25 total points)

Follow a legislative issue (federal or state).  Iowa legislature begins in January.  Choose something current, related to social issues and policy.  Be sure to identify the correct issue at the correct level.  (Social Security is federal.  Iowa tuition grant is state.)  Deductions for lateness.

Make a portfolio including:

Pertinent clippings, date, correlate to topic, annotate


 5

A copy of the bill or law – lobby in Des Moines



 5

A letter to your representative stating what you think about this

particular bill, his/her response (copy of letter). Be sure you have

the correct level.   





 5


A final 2-3 page typed commentary (describing the issue, how



the issue  affects social work and clients, what the legislature

is doing, and what you learned doing this project
)

 5


Correct writing, typed 






 5  (due Jan. 15)

C. Six unannounced quizzes (one will be discarded) and three tests. Quizzes will cover the reading assignment for the day.

D. Grading – 420 total points

Project






 35

3 tests at 100 each        




300

5 quizzes at 10 each




 50

Legislative portfolio
  
 


 25

Trip to Des Moines (or alternate approved activity)
 10

A = 95-100    A- = 90-94   B+ = 87-89   B = 84-86   B- = 80-83   C+ = 75-79    C = 70-75      D+ = 65-69    D = 60 – 65  F = 59 or below

Web Resources (http://)

www.iowa.gov/  -- State of Iowa Government Home page. Use it to access legislators’ e-mail and other contact information, pending legislation, Iowa Code, Governor’s office and much more

www.legis.state.ia.us/ -- Direct link to Iowa Legislature. Includes legislators’ contact information, pending legislation, daily calendar, and even live audio of floor debate.

www.iowademocrats.org/ -- Iowa Democratic Party web page. Contact Information, “How to get involved.”

www.iowagop.org/ -- Iowa Republican Party web page. Contact information, “On-Line Activism.”

www.greenparty.org/ -- national Green party web page. Great articles, even if you are not a Green.

www.supremecourtus.gov/ -- U.S. Supreme Court web site. The Court’s Docket, Rulings, Opinions and more. 

www.senate.gov/ --U.S. Senate web site. Contact information for you senators, information on pending legislation, the Senate’s calendar and so on.

www.house.gov/ -- U.S. House of Representatives web site.  Contact information for you Representative, information on pending legislation, the House Calendar and so on.

www.USAction.org/ -- Coalition of progressive-activist groups.

www.commoncause.org/ -- Citizen funded lobbying focused on the corrupting influence of money in politics.

www.angelfire.com/ia2/nasw/ -- Iowa Chapter of NASW web site. Contains position statements, links to other activist groups, and IA-Pace information.

www.socialworkers.org/ -- The National level NASW web site. Includes an Advocacy section that has national level position statements, information on federal legislation of interest to social workers and Action Alerts.

www.opensecrets.org/ -- Another site tracking the influence of money in politics.

www.fec.gov/ -- The Federal Elections Commission web site.  Tracks who is giving money to whom in politics at a national level.

www.whitehouse.gov/ -- Mostly a tourist site, it does have test and audio of speeches and legislative proposals

www.politics1.com/ -- Good general political web site with many links. 

www.congress.org/ --  Great links to national, state and local politicians and more.

www.childlaw.us/  -- Great BLOG - Includes information about adoption law, legal decisions, child welfare, comments from readers
www.brookings.edu/comm/news/20040407foc.htm/ -- social policy issues
Class Schedule

DATE
 TOPIC





ASSIGNMENT AND RESOURCES

11/30
Introductions, expectations



Read Chapter 1 and Chapter 8


Overview of social welfare policy


Review Student Handbook
12/2
Social Policy and American Welfare State

- bring clipping from


The Making of Governmental Policy


daily paper with underlined policy  

Video “Battle of West Lands” VC13


- prepare questions for Sen. Warnstadt

- Choose a political position from Chap.1  pp. 12-25 to defend.  No books; have notes on paper.

12/7 
Iowa State Senator Steve Warnstadt


Text pp. 12-25 (continued)
Defense of a political position



Chapter 17 – Food and Rural Life
12/9
Defense of political position (Continued)

Chapter 2 & Chapter 4



Food stamps and food policy








12/14
NASW, Review terms




Chapters 1, 2, 4 & 8
Social Stigma







Framework for analysis
(pp. 29-38)

Review for exam



12/16 
Exam, Chapter 1, 2, 4, 8  and 17 and class notes

Chap. 5 (117-132) and 11

1/4
Poverty






Chap. 10




Public Assistance – Income Maintenance




   
1/6
Social Security








Unemployment Compensation/Workers’ Comp

Chap. 12 & 13 (358-377)
1/11
Medicare and Medicaid




Chapters 5, 10, 11, 12, 13


Mental Health and Substance Abuse Policy

Review for exam

1/13
Exam (chapters 5, 10, 12, 13 and class notes)

Chap. 16
01/18
Housing  (Carol Boots, speaker)



Chap. 6  


1/20
Voluntary Sector (United Way)



Chap. 7
1/25
Projects Due – Discussion



Chap. 8  & 13 pp. 378-384
Class Schedule (continued)

DATE
 TOPIC





ASSIGNMENT AND RESOURCES
1/27
Privatization







Private Practice





Review Chapter 9
2/1
Tax Policy & Income Distribution







 
2/3
Trip to Des Moines

2/8
Discussion of Iowa Legislative Day

2/10
Making Welfare Work




Video Worksheet 

1/15
Legislative Project Due - Discussion

1/17
Review for Final Exam




Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 13 & 16
2/22
Final Exam in Class (Chapters 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 16 and class notes)
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